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Friday, October 4

8:00 a.m. UCA Foundation Golf Tournament 

 
at Qualchan. Register at ucafoundation.org

6:00 p.m. Registration Opens/Gym 

6:30 p.m. Welcome Back Reception/Gym

7:30 p.m. Alumni Vespers with “His Witness”

 
Class of ‘88 and Friends Musical Program

Sabbath, October 5

9:00 a.m. Registration Re-opens/Gym

10:00 a.m. Alumni Worship Service - Dr. Ed Boyatt

 
Children’s Meetings/UCA Church  

 
Come with your child to register

12:00 p.m.  Alumni Blood Drive - Ends at 3 p.m.       

 
It only takes 20 minutes to save lives!

12:45 p.m. Haystacks for Lunch in the Gym

2:00 p.m. Tours of the New Dining Commons (‘til 3 p.m.)

2:30 p.m. Honor Class Meetings/Ad Building

Evening Honor Class Dinners in Town

 
See Coordinators Below

Sunday, October 6

7:45 a.m. Peach Fun Run - 10K/5K/1K

 
Register Online at ucafoundation.org  

 
Meet at Old Cafeteria

Plan to join us for 

Alumni Weekend!
October 4-6, 2013

Honored Classes: ’33, ’43 (All YVA Alumni) 

’53, ’63, ’68, ’73, ’83, ’88, ’93, ’03 and Seniors

UCA Foundation
P.O. Box 31382
Spokane, WA 99223

Main Office: (509) 499-6223
Web site: ucafoundation.org
E-mail: linda.k.klinger@gmail.com

Facebook Pages
Upper Columbia Academy
Upper Columbia Academy Alumni
Upper Columbia Academy Library
Upper Columbia Academy Foundation

Honor Class Reunion Coordinators
‘63 Betty Coleman Cox (BettyCox@usa.net)
‘68 Suzanne Shepard Swisher (Swisherinteriors@juno.com)
      Judy Pellow Fleming (TheLFC@comcast.net)
‘73 Duane Meidinger (Facebook)
‘83 Barbara Hall Kerr (tasteofhealth@hotmail.com)
‘88 Jana Smith Boyd (Facebook)
‘93 Laura Gaskill Schilling (ldschilling@live.com)
      Bob Schroetlin
‘03 Sophia Allen Rich (sophiaj@hotmail.com)

Alumni Committee Members
Lorrie Turner Kravig ‘77
Joyce Anderson Wilkens ‘73
Nyla Weinand Hodge ‘61
Bobbye Thomson
Linnea Torkelsen, Alumni Director
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In 1945, Yakima Valley Academy 
graduated its 23rd and final class of 
seniors. The 

former railroad hotel, 
turned boarding 
school, was too 
rickety and too small 
for all the lively 
teenagers from Upper 
Columbia Conference 
who wanted an 
Adventist education.

In order to expand 
and grow, the 
conference leadership 
purchased property and 
buildings from Spokane County’s Poor 
Farm and moved the school to Spangle, 
WA. YVA was closed and the new place 
became Upper Columbia Academy. A 
number of YVA students transferred to 
UCA to finish their education and thus 
became the “founding pillars.”

Instructed by the new academy 
administration not to speak of their 
former school - to look forward and not 
backwards, hurt and frustration grew 
among the YVA students . . . and it grew 
for 50 years until the Upper Columbia 
Academy Alumni Association learned their 
story and adopted them as part of their 
organization.

Besides honoring them on UCA’s alumni 
weekends, an additional YVA reunion was 
planned for 1997. More than 100 former 

students came from all parts of the country 
to gather at Camp MiVoden. The event 

was dubbed “A 
Sentimental 
Journey.” As old 
friends poured 
over yearbooks 
and told stories 
on each other, 
their delight 
was evident. 
Since that time, 
three more YVA 
gatherings have 
occurred; the 

most recent on 
April 23 and 24 in Walla Walla.  

Morning worships followed a breakfast 
brunch each day, which evolved into 
remembering mostly funny stories and 
pranks they played on each other back 
“In the good ole’ days.” Memories like 
sneaking notes tied to a string between the 
boys floor and the girls floor in the dorm; 
occasional moonlight hikes where couples 
were allowed to walk together - surrounded 
on all sides by the entire faculty; or loving 
Friday night vespers because the girls 
always came with their hair in big rollers 
covered by a scarf.  

An evening banquet allowed for some 
WWII style music, some current stories 
about God’s leading in the lives of UCA 
students and the singing of Yakima Valley 
Academy’s school song.  The final verse 

seemed to summarize who they were - this 
disappearing generation:  

“With courage of conviction comes the 
strength that makes us bold,

Comes the love for truth and honor . . .  
symbolized by the Blue and Gold.” 
(their school colors)

When asked for advice to share 
with those following in their 
footsteps, this is what they said: 
 
“Experience God in your life - It’s 
NEVER worth leaving Him behind.” 
 

“Don’t marry too early - 
time is your friend.” 

“Concentrate on being a 
good friend. Academy 
friends are the BEST.” 

“Get an education. Don’t 
drop out like some of us 
did. It’s so much harder 
later on.” 

It’s Been a Sentimental Journey YVA!

Thirty YVA Alumni gathered for “Sentimental Journey IV.” The youngest alumnus present was 

in their mid 80s and the oldest, almost 100 years of age.

Yakima Valley Academy

Village Church men’s quartet entertain 
YVA banquet go-ers with some of the 
best in WWII music - barbershop 
quartet style.



- 3 - 

Th
anks, A

lum
ni

Dear Alumni, Family and Friends,

For two decades I have had the privilege of watching God’s hand at work on the campus of Upper Columbia Academy.  He has faithfully kept His school strong and moving forward, even in times of recession. We only have to look back to be reminded that He is able! 

In addition to the capital improvement projects that have been accomplished, each year at least 60% of our student body needs worthy student funds to be here. Your financial support and your prayers are much 
needed and deeply appreciated.

Below is a wonderful list of some of the good things God has done and IS doing at UCA through you.  Thank you for caring!

Linnea Torkelsen
UCA Alumni & Development Director

1994 - 1995 Lights for the tennis courts
1995-1997 Girls Dorm updated with carpet/paint/new beds  Finish off Campbell Administration Building   “Brick Campaign” to fund furnishings for new Ad Building
1996-1998 Microscopes and lab equipment for Biology & Chemistry
1997-1999 Music Building/Band Room expansion
1998-2001 Power House restoration

2000-2003 Boys Dorm updated - carpet/paint/new doors, locks/cabinet refurbishing
2001-2003 Girls Dorm lobbies and offices re-done  Creation of a Prayer Garden beside the Power House
2002-2005 Expansion of the Industrial Technology program to a full time position                     Funding to subsidize 1/2 salary for 3 years/purchased 10 rolling tool boxes/tools                    Purchased all new CAD Lab computers/installed electronic surveillance in IT
2005-2007    Bus Campaign - two new to us coaches purchased & painted
2006-2008    Ad Building carpet replaced top to bottom                     Computer technology carts for classroom teachers with laptops                      Physics lab equipment

2006-2009    Fire Safety Sprinkler System installed in both dorms                     Front campus irrigation system
2008-2011    Focus on Worthy Student funding
2011-2014    New Dining Commons and outdoor Water Tower Plaza                     New sidewalks/parking lots/maintenance shop shell

P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P

P 
P
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Individual Donors
Gerald Alderson ‘55

Don Ammon ‘60

Sharon Beck Ammon ‘60

Curtis & Bridget Anderson

Don & Jacqueline Anderson

John & Anne Anholm

Anonymous

Agnes Anderson Arend ‘47

Robert Baker ‘39

Bob Ballou ‘70

Louise Cowin Bartholomew ‘59

Bryan & Jodi Beardsley

Robert Benfield ’48

Jack Bergman, 1944

Erica Spracklin Best ‘93

Bob & Doris Bevins

Donna Biggar Bilbro ‘47

Sandra McGee Blanchard ‘70

Robert Earl Bolton ‘30

Georgene Thompson Bond ‘59

Robert Bond ‘56

Helaina Boulieris ‘80

Vern & Phyllis Bretsch

Lester Bromgard ’52

Will Bruse

Wilton Bunch ‘52

Connie Anderson Burke ‘68

Dolores Burns

Jim Burrill ‘84

Philip Byrd ‘04

Carl Campbell

Tom Canaday ‘95

Dave Cantrell

Barbara Roberts Carnahan ‘46

Carey Carscallen ‘70

Donald Casebolt ‘44

Esther Jorgensen Castle ‘49

Rhona Chen ‘78

Justin Childers ’85

Patricia Fry Childers ‘54

Bonnie Chinn ‘45

Bonnie Chrey

Mike & Janice Christensen

Ivalee Clark ‘68

Tamara Eiseman Clawson ‘79

Cedric Clendenon ‘11

Karen Morrison Coleman ‘74

Roland Coleman ‘72

Nancy Murphy Cowin ‘64

Steven Cromwell ‘62

Albert Crook ‘79

Forrest Cross ‘74

Roger Cumbo ‘63

Nathan Cutler ‘00

Devin Darrough ‘02

Odita Davis

Ron & Nancy Davis

Angel Herschner Davis ‘64

Skip Davis ‘64

Susan Baker Davis ‘78

Todd Davis ‘98

Troy Davis ‘02

Nancy Bryan DeGrie ‘72

Karen Oss Denmark ‘72

Thel Daniel DeWeber ‘48

David & Gail Dickerson

Kaye Sue Dieter ‘87

Lyndon & Kim Dieter

Greg Dietrich ‘83

Janice Dopp

Chandra Lutz Duckett ‘00

Colin & Mable Dunbar

Scott & Betty Duncan

QuoVadis Davis East ‘43

James Edwards ‘95

Kelli Edwards ‘05

Linda Rogers Ehrlich ‘62

Merlin & Jeannie Ekvall

Kirstin Elliott ‘96

Shana Elliott ‘94

Maryann Hanson Elloway ‘53

Paula Story Elsom ‘89

Terri Entze ‘92

Bill and Barb Evans

Marilyn Miller Fargo ‘62

Ruth Dinwiddie Fevec ‘45

Martha Severson Fiala ‘62

Jane Fearing Fish ‘82

David Fisher ‘62

Sharon Carter Fisher ‘64

Thomas Fisher ‘63

Richard Flaiz

Gale Fleming ‘72

Debbie Blahak Fogelquist ‘76

Robin Foss ‘92

Hailu Gabriel ‘00

Mariah Gage ‘07

Marcene Garriott

Nancy Smith Gaunt ‘64

Marvin & Karen Gee

Gilson & Jane Girotto

Kyle & Stephanie Gladding

John Gray

Richard Griswold ‘92

Barbara Lane Gruenewald ‘50

Gerald & Gayle Haeger

Richard Hall ‘44

Bruce Ham ‘67

John Ham ‘71

Eugene Hamlin ‘66

Marion Hanson ‘50

Alan Hardesty ‘73

Raleigh Hardin

Gary Harding ‘56

Sidney ‘95 & Zara Hardy

Len & Ruth Harms

Ronda Livingston Harrison ‘84

Elmer Hart ‘42

Judy Osborne Hart ‘61

Richard Hart ‘62

Lewis Hart ‘38

Dolores Barber Hasse ‘52

Robert Hasse ‘52

RJ Henneberg ‘01

Calvin & Barbara Holm

Robert Holm ‘90

Allyson Wasiczko Hubbard ‘95

Elaine Angel Huey ‘69

Kenneth Iblings ‘59

Myron Iseminger ‘80

Jennifer Matlack  Ish ‘77

Candy Schimke Iverson ‘99

Josephine Jacavone

Jim James ‘88

Lori Kahler Jessop ‘81

Denise Johnson

Doug Johnson ‘71

Jim Johnson ‘67

Pam Johnson ‘77

Park Johnson

Marty Johnston ‘82

Sharon Laughlin Jones ‘67

Marilyn Jorgensen

Tom Keevey

Marilynn Unsell Kelln ‘58

Lucinda Gottschall Kennedy ‘62

Marshall Keymer ‘87

Gabrielle Kiele ‘96

Kirstin Kiele ‘96

Robert Kiger ‘63

James & Fran Kilmer

Elizabeth Ortiz King ‘87

William King ‘58

Beverly Bretsch Klein ‘56

Edward Klein

Karie Thulon Klim ‘77

Don & Linda Klinger

Jasper Knapp ‘56

Dean Kravig

Lorrie Turner Kravig ‘77

Baylen & BJ Kreiter

Wendy Kroulik ‘10

Trisha Wasiczko Kruger ‘95

Kenneth Ladd ‘53

Verl Laing ‘60

Norma Blanck LaPorte ‘65

Renee Seibly Larrabee ‘55

Allen & Sheila Larson

Ron Larson ‘53

Roni Scott Leazer ‘95

Arlene Jutzy Lee ‘44

Gordon Leedy ‘44

Shirley Lodahl Leedy ‘48

Marlys Hiebert Leeper ‘53

Annual Report of Donor Support to Upper Columbia Academy
For the fiscal year of July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013

Listed in alphabetical order are the names of a wonderful group of people who believe in UCA and its mission.Their support adds up to 
an incredible $1,513,331.92. THANK YOU! Because you gave, a new cafeteria is two-thirds finished!  Because you care, 160+ students 
got much needed financial help on their bill. Because of your willing spirit, UCA remains a vibrant, God-centered school where young 
people are growing into who He wants them to be! THANK YOU from all of us at UCA!
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Nancy Mandigo Ley ‘80

Cameron Libby ‘96

David Lopez ‘99

Ted & Yvonne Lutts

Julia Flomer Lynch ‘81

Kathy Post Madson ‘53

Richard Madson ‘52

Betty Jean Skeels Magnuson ‘62

Jay Magnuson ‘61

Wally Mandigo ‘59

Travis McClintock ‘95

Dale & Cathy McCluskey

Tammy McGuire

Seth McNeill ‘96

Norman Larry Meager

Nathan Merkel’45

Phyllis Hickman Merkel ‘45

Ruby Ott Miller ‘58

John & Rebecca Mohr

Joan Schlemlein Momb ‘55

Neil Momb ‘53

Sandra Jenicke Monette ‘60

Barbara Jenicke Morphis ‘59

Jeanne Dietz Morris ‘48

Marjorie Nowlin Morrow ‘55

Melissa Hibbs Murrill ‘98

Nadene Currie Nelson ‘58

Nancy Hare Nestler ‘81

Tim Neumayer

Scott & Lynda North

Paul & Kari Novak

Harold Ochs ‘45

Lois Boyd Ochs ‘45

Judy Schwartz Oellrich ‘62

Penny LeFore Olsen ‘82

Randy Opp ‘87

Paul Oss, 1943

Debra Stentzel Pankaski ‘80

David Parks ‘56

Otis Parks ‘52

Dorothy Patchett-Eby

Troy Patzer ‘94

Renee’ Hibbs Patzer ‘97

Rick Penhallurick ’66

Heidi Dietrich Pennock ‘91

David Perrin ‘96

Donna Brody Pershall ‘52

Shirley Edwards Pester ‘55

Don Peterson ‘40

Shannon Sorrels Peterson ‘93

Lu Frank Pflugrad ‘53

Vernon Pflugrad ‘53

Michael Pierce ‘64

Elwyn Platner ‘52

June Mandigo Ponther ‘50

Brenda Pewitt Porter ‘97

Jessica Campbell Porter ‘00

Steve Porter ‘98

Richard & Linda Quast

Mary Knapp Ratcliff ‘62

Jon Rau ‘78

David Reiber ’77

Robert Renck ‘01

Arnold Renschler ‘60

Brian & Judith Rich

Fred & Paula Riffel

Sophia Allen Robbins ‘03

Ralph Roberts ‘53

Ruth Deming Roberts ‘56

Carl & Virginia Rose

Miriam Moore Ross ‘44

Vera Grove Ruud ‘33

Clyde Sample

Lou Rasmussen Sample ‘59

Heidi Corder Sandvik ‘01

Debbie Knittel Schimke ‘77

Bob Schoepflin ‘01

Roberta Grove Schoepflin ‘42

Gene Schroeder ‘53

Al Schroetlin ‘59

Heidi Hargrave Schuette ‘85

Melody Axford Schulte ‘66

Michael Schwartz ‘68

Kirsten Helmstettler Seheult ‘01

Virginia Vest Senner ‘64

Dennis & Pam Shelton

Al & Debbie Shrock

Court Shrock ‘97

Olivia Noel Shrock ‘97

Clyde Skeels ‘56

Sherle Miller Skeels ‘56

Lorrell Smick ‘53

Jaclin Smith ‘62

Philip & Brenda Smith

Bob & Linda Spady

David & Lisa Springer

Wichit & Bobby Jo Srikureja

Brian & Liana St. Clair

Ruby Kruger Stafford ‘64

Jim & Jackie Stallinga

Phyllis Jepson Stanyer ‘54

Tom Stanyer ‘50

Michael Steingas ‘06

Les Stentzel ‘57

Chuck & Lois Stevens

Nancy Gibson Stewart ‘65

Eldon Stratton ‘44

Doug Tait ‘60

Jean Gabel Tataryn ‘60

Rod Tataryn ‘82

Diane Biggar Taylor ‘52

Randy and Tamara Terry

Tammi Thomas ‘79

Richard Thorp ‘64

Margie Jones Tidwell ‘98

Ernest Tiffany ‘58

Rose Marie Hoerling Tiffany ‘58

Max & Linnea Torkelsen

Martin & Patricia Torres

Roger Trenner

Marcia Miller Trott ‘70

Carrie Boothby Trujillo ‘01

Arleen Unger

Rhett Unger ‘82

Patsy Hare Vazquez ‘79

Sandy Worden Vermeire ‘63

AnneMarie Vixie ‘12

Gregory & Joyce Vixie

Aaron Vizcarra ‘04

Victoria Shelton Vizcarra ‘04

Valerie Voelker ‘01

Vanessa Voelker ‘12

Mic Walter ‘66

Jeanette Churchman Sullivan ‘52

Jeff Weijohn ‘80

Terri Thomas Weijohn ‘79

Brandon White ‘99

Peggy Elliott Wickward ‘80

Al Wiggins ‘55

Carl Wilkens ‘76 

Teresa Appley Wilkens ‘77

Joyce Anderson Wilkens ‘73

David & Pam Wilkinson

Millie Durheim Williams ‘59

Richard Williams ‘58

Beverly Jepson Wilson ‘63

John & Allison Winslow

Betty McGinnis Wood ‘54

Roger & Krista Woodruff

Jon & Nadine Yarlott

Linda Buck Yount ‘62

Judy Littler Zachrison ‘62

Carol Rudy Zirkle ‘57

Organizations
Adventist Health

Adventist World Charitable Trust

Alaska Conference

Commonweal Foundation Inc.

DW Marketing Inc.

McKee Foods

Microsoft

North Pacific Union Conference

Ruby Group

Selah SDA Church

Spokane Valley Church

UCA Foundation

Upper Columbia Conference

Winifred Stevens Foundation

Memorial Gifts
Ken Wical 

    by Diane Taylor

A dear friend 

    by Bonnie Chrey

Dale Wagner 

John &Thelma Lamberton

   by Al Wiggins

Max Torkelsen Sr. 

   by the Alaska Conference 

   by Colin & Mable Dunbar

Karen Johnson 

   by her husband Park

Annuities
Ruth Barnhurst*

Apologies
Our appologies to Les and Gwen 
Bromgard and Marcene Garriott 
for not having their names on the 
donor list last fiscal year.

If we have inadvertently omitted your 
name or business, please notify the 
Alumni office immediately via e-mail 
at alumni@ucaa.org or call 
509-245-3692.    

 * indicates the donor is now deceased
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Former Faculty Dr. Boyatt Worship 
Service Speaker

On Alumni Sabbath, Dr. Ed Boyatt, former 
UCA Bible teacher and pastor, will be 
our speaker for the worship service. His 

devotional is titled "The Most Important Things."  
His passion for Adventist education led him into 

administration as the Education Superintendant 
for the Oregon Conference and later, the Associate 
Director of Education for the North Pacific Union. 
He also served as Vice President of Walla Walla 
University and a professor at LaSierra University, 
retiring as the Dean of the School of Education at 
LSU. 

Ed is married to UCA Alumnus, Teri Cleveland 
Boyatt '62, who is also a professional educator. Their 
lives are happy and blessed with three grown children 
and seven grandchildren.   

"His Witness" Reunites for 
Alumni Vespers Program

During their senior year of 1983, a 
group of eight classmates formed a 
musical group that travelled around 

Upper Columbia Conference giving dramatic 
recitations of Bible characters mixed with a 
variety of music.  They continued their minis-
try through the summer following graduation, 
representing UCA around the Northwest. 
Their claim to fame was being invited to 
"open" for the Heritage Singers concert when 
they came to Spokane.  We are delighted to 
welcome "His Witness" back to UCA to bring 
us blessings for our Friday evening vespers 
(UCA Gym - 7:30PM).

The members of the group were... and are:  Robert Schmidt, Ron Simpson, 
Frank Nelson, Jeff Baker, Cyndi Schwartz, Daina Brown, Carly Olenic, Barbara 
Hall and Kelly Schwartz.

Dr. Ed Boyatt

UCA Students Invite 
Alumni to Join in 
Giving Blood

For 20 years, UCA has been 
hosting at least one or more 
blood drives on campus. “It 

feels so good to know that one little 
poke and 20 minutes of my time 
can save three babies or one adult,” 
said a proud UCA donor. 

Students will be waiting in line to 
fill in any time slots not spoken for, 
but hope Alumni will join them in 
the Christ-like act of saving lives. 

The Inland Northwest Blood 
Center will be prepared to receive 
your donation 
Sabbath from 12 
p.m. until 3 p.m. 
You may sign up 
by e-mailing Joe.
Hess@ucaa.org 
or during Alumni 
weekend. 
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Tell Us About Yourself

We have had numerous requests to re-instate this column in the Alumni Echoes newsletter. Please use the online form on the 
UCA Web site at www.ucaa.org “Alumni” tab OR fill out the form below and send it to the Alumni office at UCA. 

First and Last Name_______________________________________________Maiden Name_____________________________

Year of Graduation_________ at UCA?________ or another school?______________________________

Spouse Name: __________________________ Is he/she an alumnus of UCA?_________

Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:_________________________________________________

Profession:____________________________________________________________________________________

Best Academy Memory:____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notable Events in Home or Professional Life: ___________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

q I am willing to serve on the Upper Columbia Academy Alumni Planning Committee   

q I am willing to volunteer for projects on campus                       

q Invite me to programs when Upper Columbia Academy groups are in my area                            

q I have included Upper Columbia Academy in my will/estate plan

q I would like information on will and estate planning

q I prefer to get my Alumni Echoes Newsletters by email                               

q Please remove me from the Alumni office mailing list (please tell us why)_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

# #
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Upper Columbia Academy
3025 E Spangle-Waverly Road
Spangle, WA 99031

Return Service Requested

T hank you to those of 
you who have been 

donating to make our new 
Dining Commons and 
Water Tower Plaza a soon-
to-be reality. Keep it up! The 
final push is often the most 
challenging. With almost 
$2.3 million raised, we’re 
working on the final million. 

Trucks carrying asphalt and cement are taking over campus. Work 
crews are everywhere and it is exciting. 

A brief update on the progress of the cafeteria and plaza is listed 
below:

Interior Work
• Final dry wall projects are completed
• The interior of the dining hall has been textured, primed and 

painted
• Tile installation is well under way
• Fire sprinklers are in and tested

Exterior Work
• Curbs poured and new road into the back of campus is in
• Completed new wide sidewalks that were required to allow for 

emergency sized vehicles in the center of campus
• Light pole bases and electrical transformer are in. Dining 

Commons now has permanent power.
• Gutters installed and exterior sun shades and pillars are going in

Completion of the Dining Commons and Water Tower Plaza is 
projected to be about mid-November 2013. Like us on Facebook 
or visit www.ucaa.org to keep up-to-date on fundraising needs, 
project details and pictures.

“Progress” Written All Over Campus!


