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Fall picnic adventures

by Jessica Swena

Students with umbrellas, sweatpants and winter coats
headed to the Upper Columbia Academy gym for assembly
before the annual Fall Picnic at MiVoden on September

15" The overall feeling seemed to be one of disappoint-
ment towards the cold, wet weather but the buses were
loaded with hearts heping that the day would get better,

The picnic at MiVoden on Hayden Lake in Idaho has
been a “long standing tradition here at UCA since the early
90’s,” according to Mrs. Lange. Due to camp schedules it
was nearly canceled this year and moved to Priest Lake.
The weather was more agreeable on the original date, but
the vote was to postpone the activity until it could be held
at the lovely and unforgettable MiVoden.

Overall, the day went well but there were a few inju-
ries: Karlin Wolfkill cut a gash in his head when he collided
with his wake board. He received ten stitches. Rachel
Randall and Allison Mousseau had minor water injuries as
well but seemed to recover.

Students passed the afternoon with various activi-
ties from wake-boarding and swimming to studying and
videos. Among the 272 UCA students who were able to
attend, the greatest complaint was growling, hungry stom-
achs, since most had devoured their sack lunches upon
arrival and were anxiously awaiting supper, compliments
of' ASB. Supper was followed by worship and the long
drive back to school.

One of several aircrafl that participated in the annual
UCA Fly-in on August 29 makes its final approach.
Photo by Michael Steingas

Wake-boarding, a favorite activity at the picnic
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Seniors survive week
by Simeon Redberg

The woods above Camp Mivoden
were filled with make-shift shelters of plastic
and duct tape from September 5 to Septem-
ber 10 as seniors from Upper Columbia Acad-
emy battled freezing cold baths and rock-
hard beds.

“Mi. Hartman said it (the water) was
about 38 degrees. That’s freezing cold!” said
Jeff Spady.

Despite hardships the senior class of

’05 managed to come away with good atti-
tudes and positive experiences.

“It wasn’t all bad,” commented one
senior. “The activities were informative and
the company couldn’t have been better.”

Daytime activities included learning
wild edibles, learning to survive in the wil-
derness, spending time in The Great Con-
iroversy, and doing “initiatives”, physical ac-
tivities that forced the class to think and come
together spiritually. Some of the most popu-
lar pastimes included learning how to stalk
animals, building fires for cooking, and div-
ing in and out of the water as fast as pos-
sible.

The most important aspect, however,
was the spiritual growth experienced.

“I don’t value emotional decisions, but
being out in the forest was the most spiritual
thing, and listening to the people (testimo-
nies) was cool,” said Krystal Blair.

Matt Kierstead survives Senior Survival with the help of Brittany
Woodruff, Brian Belcher, and Jessica Swena Photo by Sarah Scott

Charlie Graves examines the cockpit of a plane during the Fly-in

Registration day
by Sarah Scott -

As 1eg1stratlon day came upon us, a cool and 1msty mor mngd stmbed the rocess

of the long day ahead. Between all of the st'mons thes
douns and meetmg new people, there was hardly tnne

the lmes took forever,” Katle Schlehubel

schoal before had no idea of where to go howevex :
to give some sort of dnectlcm ' '

Seniors with their traditional white signed (-shirts
Photo by Tony Peters

Members of the musical junior class sing
Photo by Michael Steingas

Freshmen pose happily for the camera
Photo by Michael Steingas

Victory of ‘05
by Katie Sailas

The gym was filled with screams from
each class yelling their respective year on
the night of Saturday, August 28. “ I can’t
think of a better way to lose my voice!” said
Jessica Swena who is a three year senior at
UCA. Each class was represented by a color.
All seventeen freshimen wore green, a blue
sea of sophomores hollered in excitement,
the juniors were red hot, and the seniors
were heavenly in white raiment!

“Class night is a good way for every-
one to get to know each other,” said Michelle
Vorpahl about her first class night. The night
was filled with relays and games, including
tug-o-war to who could sing the best ver-
sion of “Happy Birthday.” Four-year senior
Justin Shipowick brought down the house
with the best free style rap version of “Happy
Birthday,”claiming victory for the class of
2005.

Overall, Class Night was a great suc-
cess. Sophomores Kati Winkle and Ashley
Brito claimed they had the raddest time ever,
and senior Zach Rearrick thought, “It was
hot. Loved it!”

Sophomores . . . except for Mr Paulson
Photo by Michael Stemgas




Where do you place?
by Justin Bullock

The scratching of pencils ceases.
“Times up. Please put your pencils down.”
Everyone has heard those delightful words.
Yes, that’s right, ITED tests have once more
come and gone leaving students exhausted in
their wake.

ABCD-DCBA is just one of the many
patterns people use to fill in their pages of
circles. It is a game of dot-to-dot. Of course,
there is always the select group (most of the
class) that actually reads and answers the
questions. What a profound idea!

Boredom starts to set in, however, and
eyes wander more often to the clock. Time
seems endless. Tick tock tick tock, the clock
slowly etches its way around and around. Will
the time ever end?

The tests are for students’ benefit, so
they can see where they place among millions

.of others and so teachers can adjust curricu-

lum to meet needs. Or so they say. “They are
just to pass time while the seniors are having
a good time on senior survival,” said Nolan
Kinne.

So where do you place? Are you in the
select group that actually uses the gray mat-
ter provided, or do you sit there in a trance
playing fill in the blanks and twiddling your
thumbs?
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Life

in the men’s dorm
by Ryan Billington

A home away from home, the
dorm plays a big role in how students
remember their days at UCA. Dorm
life usually is very exciting and filled
with new experiences—imost of which
are good.

If there’s one thing that is very
prominent in dorm life, it’s the camara-
derie felt among the lads. A feeling of
belonging is another way to describe
it. Being able to walk across the hall
and get help with math or have a prayer
with someone is an amazing feeling to
experience.

The men’s dorm has undergone
some changes this year. They are ad-
Justing to life with four new deans:
Head Dean Willis, Assistant Deans
Tyrone and Janke, and, all the way from
Southern Adventist University, our
Task Force Dean Henson. They, along
with the RA’s lead out in worships,
are always there to talk to, and make
sure everyone stays in line.

Every night, all of the guys get
together in the chapel for dorm wor-
ship. They sing, pray, and listen to
talks about real life experiences and
advice from Jesus. 1t’s one of the best
things about the dorm: spiritual to-
getherness.

Other amazingly interesting ex-
periences involve the enjoyable and
intriguing rewards that are handed out
for being late to worship or being in
the hall after lights out. These rewards
can include the fun and infamous
“quarter races” and “duck walks.”

All together, the dorm is some-
thing that will never be forgotten by
those who live there. The support of
the deans, RA’s, and friends makes it
an unforgettable place. Though some-
times homesick, most guys are very
glad to have the opportunity to be
here. Laughter bounces off the con-
crete walls in this place where memo-
ries are made,

Kessle Hodgson proves
his table tennis skills
o ‘ , . . during the Fall Picnic
Soaked smiles

by Kris Kostenko

This year’s junior class set out in various directions one Friday morning
to experience the “great” outdoors. Unfortunately for them, the weather was
not as cooperative as it was for the previous year’s Outdoor Ed trip.

Those who enjoy hiking on muddy trails, carrying a heavy pack, and
sleeping on the floor, left with Mr. and Mrs. Martling and the Williams and
headed toward the Idaho and Montana boarder in the middle of the Bitter Root
Mountains. After a much desired pit stop before a weekend with no such
facilities, the vibrant crew of 10 keaded, with packs on back, down the treach-
erous 3 mile trail toward Stevens Lake.

The hike in was less than desirable for some since the rain poured down
on them unforgivingly the entire way. They set up camp in the rain, they ate in
the rain, and when breakfast finally came rolling around it seemed as if'a flood
reenactment was in effect. Small, growing ponds formed under their tents as
almost simultaneously hail and sleet showered down upon them. Where was
the ark?

Mr. Martling made the decision of the day that morning when he decided
to have the explorers pick up camp and head home. They arrived back at school
from their excursion around 3:00 pm Sabbath afternoon.

Now, somewhere farther west at a place called Priest Lake a bunch of
junior class canoeists had just about the same amount of luck. They headed
out Friday morning and enjoyed a hardly relaxing weekend forming mermaids in
the sand and leaving certain helpless individuals stuck in canoes in the middle
of the lake without a paddle,

Even though the weather was not as good for Outdoor Ed as it was for
Senior Survival, the juniors had a wonderful time and built memories that will
last a lifetime . . . perhaps




Who cares?
by Ian Holm

Every individual cares about something. For some it
is their work and for others it is their schooling or friends.
In the world of work, the way an individual cares about
their job will determine how good a job they do. For some-
one to do a good job, they must care about the finished
product.

Outside the working world, optional tasks will get
done on the basis of how much people care about them
getting done. Here at UCA there are many tasks to be
done, Some do get finished while others remain dormant
for long periods of time. UCA’s school sign is among those
that appear to have reached dormancy. Two others are the
boys’ dorm recreational computers and the Class 0f2003’s
class gift of a swing set to go by the tennis courts,

Some people may attribute this state of dormancy to
laziness, but there is another possible reason. While not
caring about a task may be a problem, caring much about a
few tasks will also cause others to be left unfinished. Every
task is labeled based on its priority, and this label will re-
main attached until the task is finished.

In the end, individuals can’t accuse people of being
lazy until they know the full story. All have things they
care about, but some just care more than others. Hopefully,
around UCA, these supposed dormant tasks will eventu-
ally become cared about enough that they might get fin-
ished.

New year fires up
with firebowl vespers
by Tiffany Muff

True to tradition and thanks to good weather, this
year’s Friday night worships started off with Firebowl Ves-
pers. It’s a satisfying experience for students to worship
outside and get to know the staff better,

Held on the hill behind the gym, Firebowl Vespers
always includes staff members who give a worship thought
or a personal testimony. This year, new student teacher,
Mrs. Brophy, told how unsure she was about coming to
UCA but how God led her here. From past stories and ones
told this year, it is quite evident that this school is brought
together by God’s leading. Students were also given a
chance to give their testimonies which added to the con-
viction that we are exactly where God wants us to be,

Afterwards, students and staff gathered around the
fire to sing, talk and praise God. “It’s my favorite time,”
said Gage Curry. “You mostly sing, but you really get to
know people too.” It’s also a time to see some students’
talents as those who play guitar rise to the occasion. The
guitars are played and songs are sung till late in the evening
when the students wander back to the dorms, each with a
good experience and some new memories.

Freshmen unlte

by Brzttany Bl(mkenslup

Begun last year, the»Fwshman Class Campmgf .
Tripisa relatively new item on the school cal lendar,
. Filled with group activities and initiatives, this
‘campout was planned in the fasluon of Outdoor Ed,
_and Senior Survival with the purpose of drawing the
class together to become a v1b1ant part f UCA’

student body.

~ Sabbath afternoon was the d631wnat¢d time for -
the team—bulldmg initiatives. In one of thes act1v1~' ‘

and lead the unseeing and uhaWare dow' the wrong
 path, L

Anothe; mmatlve saw the entire gr oup t

_together at the ankles and marched in a line dow!

road, around a bend, andup a lnll Every few mi

_ utes their progress was paused so that two of th u‘—‘
comx ades couId be bhndfolded and two coul:d,be

tion group cooperatxon, and leade1 shnp amoilg
of the quieter ones who were forced to step.

lead whlle (;Iassmates were handlcapped, ‘

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 17
QOctober20
October 31
Noveiber §
November7
November 13
November 19
November 21
November 23

HOPE Task Force

Homeleave begins; 1st quarter ends
Daylight savings time ends; clocks go back
Winter Friday schedule begins

SAT

Girls’ Club Amateur Hour

HOPE Task Force

Sunday School v
Thanksgiving holiday begins

HOPLE

The first HOPE
Task Force outreach
day of the year on
September 8 included
the usual wide vari-
ety of projects, in-
cluding sweeping at
the Red Cross, stock-
ing shelves at the
Classy Rack and help-
ing build a house at a
Habitat for Humanity
project.

Seniors, sur-
viving in the woods
near MiVoden, missed
the day.
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