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This year s Student Week of Prayer speakers: back row:
Poole; middle row: Montana Conley, Joe Jen

Sam Derting, Tommy

ks, Toby Seaton, Carley Brown, Greta
Jarnes; front row: Ryan Billington, Tara Trefs, Brian Belcher, Jessica Swena, Chad

Clark, Jennifer Kiefiuk. Chad and Tara were last-minute volunteers when summer
arrived and Winter Campus Day had to be postponed. Photo by Amanda Ward

Sometime in anuary letters found their way on to the school sign

.



Science club strikes back
by Philip Cordis

It’s second semester and the Science Club is back. Last year’s members
missed the club and wished it would start back up. The problem was that they
just didn’t set a date to start the club at the beginning of the year. That was
taken care of on February 2 when a large number of students met for the club’s
organization.

There are no requirements to join but a simple interest in science. Last
year the club met once a week during recreation time and watched science-
centered programs and spent time planning upcoming advents. Katie Sailas,
one of the two returning students from last year’s science club, said she en-
joyed the club because it broke up the boredom at school and gave students
something to look forward to during the week. Mr. Hartman said that he was
sure of one thing: “There will be ice cream.” He also hoped to take some of the
members out to watch the stars or the moon with his telescope.

In the past the science club has planned a Hope Task Force project
that included a field trip to a nearby middle school. Already students are excited
about the club’s return. “I didn’t know about the club last year,” said Dayton
Osborn. “But it sounds like a real deal and I can’t wait to join.”

Musicians on the move

by Kris Kostenko

During the last weekend of January, many of the UCA band students
took a seat in the Walla Walla Band Clinic to share their combined talents with
others.

As another year of school rolls around so do new musicians. Musicians,
who are either picking up an instrument for the first time or trading it in for
something new. It takes a lot of work to prepare a group such as a band or choir
to perform, and it takes very patient teachers such as Mr. Lange and Mr. Ander-
son to keep us kids straightened out.

One of the things any musical group looks forward to is tours. Tours can
be very fun or very frustrating, but any students who enjoy playing their
instruments look forward to participating in the Walla Walla Band Clinic during
the last week in January.

The Walla Walla Band Clinic has been going on for a number of years. It
meets every other year to alternate with the band clinic presented here at UCA.
The clinic is open to all academies and junior academies within the North Pa-
cific Union Conference, but roughly 70 percent of the students are from the
Upper Columbia Conference. Several home-schooled students are also in-
volved.

The band consists of 72 students with a few teachers from ten Adventist
schools within this region. This year, 19 of those students were from UCA and
seven of them held a first chair position. All students were given the opportu-
nity to audition for this clinic. Those that wanted to received audition music
and practiced it so when Mr. Beck, the band director, came to their schools they
could audition. Mr. Beck made his rounds to every school and hand selected
each musician for his band.

The band clinic is not only a time to get away form school for a while but
itis also “exciting, exhilarating, and truly an experience to enrich and expand my
musical career,” said trumpeter Jeff Gilbert. And according to Mr. Lange, it was
the best clinic yet.

Go climb a rock

by Matthew Dauer

Upper Columbia Academy has always of-
fered various physical activities to help im-
prove a student’s physique, health, and social
attributes, but it is difficult to provide some-
thing that appeals to every student. But every
once in a while an alternative surfaces.
Nathan Henson, taskforce dean, hopes
to organize rock-climbing opportunities for the
physically poerful, indomitable, and well-fo-
cused scholars here at UCA. The action will
take place during fourth quarter on Sundays in Mr. Janke’s
garage and at Wild Walls and other local climbing areas.
The goal will be strength and mobility training as
well as providing a more challenging, yet fun, activity.
Only seven to ten students will be able to take ad-

vantage of this exhilarating opportunity. Do you have

what it takes?

All-season
flip-flops

by Stephanie Kay

The glory of the maintenance worker comes
with the first substantial snowfall. As the snow begins to
waft down from the sky and cover the UCA campus with
its beauty, a stir of joy is felt from the long-awaited arrival
of those delicate flakes of snow. Finally! But then realiza-
tion sets in--there will be no more sliding on flip-flops lazily
for breakfast in the cafeteria or open-toed high heels . . .
more painful than they already are, trudging through the
snow. But wait! What’s that sound?

The silent air is broken by an obnoxious grating
sound--a shovel, scraping against the sidewalks. Sure
enough, a glance out the window confirms a long-suffer-
ing maintenance worker, putting in work time in the wee
urs of the morning. Suddenly, the sound isn’t so un-
sant. What endurance! What strength! The snow
ay become like a blizzard and the wind may blow hard in
his face, but still the maintenance worker remains, shovel-
ing snow so flip-flops can be worn to breakfast.

Showers are mysteriously fixed, grass seems never
to grow, and garbage vanishes without a trace all because
of dedicated maintenance workers. But all this goes al-
most unnoticed, like elves that fix shoes at night. The
glory of this noble profession comes with the snow. Gras
can grow, but icy sidewalks MUST be salted. So thank a
maintenance worker next you see them. They make high
heels and flip-flops possible.
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Lions leap

from home court
by Brittany Blankenship

The varsity basketball game on December 4 not only
tipped off the new season, but also took traveling for a'test
drive. Traditionally; a home court only team, the Lions
made history at UCA by playing their first away game ever.

Both men’s and women’s varsity basketball teams
traveled two hours to Priest River that Saturday night to
play House of the Lord Christian Academy, a small Chris-
tian school from Newport, Idaho.

The women’s game was especially exciting. In the
last few years, House of the Lord has come to play our
women’s team and has beat us soundly every time. Butin
all of the players’ minds, this game would be different.

The ‘game began with a friendly handshake and
prayer. House of the Lord scored the first basket, but UCA
came back to gain the lead. The game was fast-paced and
engaging, and the Lady Lions played hard.

In the third quarter, starter Cyndi Rearrick rolled her
ankle and was forced to sit out for the rest of the game,
Things were getting close by the end of the fourth quarter,
when the teams were fighting point for point. Finally, UCA
was able to pull ahead and win by a close two points.

On the bus ride home, both victorious teams agreed
that the night had been an excellent way to start the sea-
son. Players emerged on the other side as closer friends,
enriched students, a Christian family, and an inspired team.

Making room for artists

by Jessica Swena

Do you ever get into that random artistic mood . . . the one where you
start folding napkins into paper swans, turning your café dinnerware into mag-
nificent plastic sculptures or drawing stick men on your history notes? If you
answered yes to any of the above, perhaps you should go hang out with Mrs.
Mann. Although she’s been in the instructing business at UCA for six years in
the Home Economics Department, she offers a fresh, awesome, enthusiastic
perspective on everything from cooking and quilting to art. She teaches pot-
tery, oil-painting, basket weaving and ceramics to name a few; and these rotate
based on the quarter.

The art department will expand if Mrs. Mann gets her wish. This expan-
sion is slow though and her plans are extensive. For example, she would like to
add mosaics to the program along with a slab roller and a Damp Box to aid in her
clay endeavors. She would also like to add more class periods. Many students
enjoy the art departement and the classes fill quickly. “It’s a place where you
can go from learning the basics to experimenting and creating your own origi-
nal with the talents God has given you,” says Krystal Blair.

So if you find yourself having a random artistically inspired moment, visit
Mrs. Mann downstairs in the Home-Ec. building where you can have your
talents refined into something even more extraordinary than your paper swans.

First half-time
show

by Jennifer Johnston -

After suiting up like superhe-
roes in spandex the gymnastics team
set the mats up in a practice gym while
the Gonzaga University bulldog mas-
cot clownishly joined us as we
stretched.

Although coach wasn’t there,
everyone cooperated well as we prac-
ticed going through the show. Since
we’d arrived an hour or two before the
game even began, we had plenty of
time to prepare--as well as become in-
creasingly nervous.

We had to stand by the mats
quietly, waiting to be announced. It
felt like a long time, and whit in was
finally time to go on, some of us were
caught off guard having been waiting
so long.

In a line, we ran out carrying our
assigned mats, rolled them out, and
velcroed them down as quickly as pos-
sible. Once all were at the back of the
mat, Joe Jenks shouted, “Ready!” and
everyone saluted with one hand
straight up in a fist. The music began,
and the team got set for the first pyra-
mid.

A live video of the show was
projected on big screens as we per-
formed stunts. It was strange to see
everything from the audience’s per-
spective.

The crowd cheered enthusiasti-
cally throughout the show. (It might
have been out of excitement for
Gonzaga ending the first half in the
lead.) The cheering boosted our con-
fidence, and as far as I’ ve heard there
were very few mistakes, and no major
catastrophes or terrible injuries were
reported.

All were relieved for having put
on a good show, but a few gymmasts
and their parents were a little disap-
pointed that Gonzaga would not let
them watch the rest of the game. Oh
well. The Bulldogs won, and we per-
formed well. That is all that mattered.
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Are you a lifesaver?
by Michelle Jahn

Most people at some point in their life will need blood whether because
of injury, disease, or surgery. However, only five percent of the population
donate blood each year. In Spokane alone, 150 donations are needed every day
to ensure an adequate supply of blood. In fact, by donating one pint of blood
you can help save three people.

Students and faculty are familiar with the yearly blood drives that take
place at UCA. This year, however, first semester ASB officers were asked to
help organize and promote the first blood drive. Two ASB officers worked with
Mrs. Corder and Mrs. Bryan to come up with a theme and plans to promote the
blood drive itself. They also were able to visit the blood bank in Spokane and
attend a blood drive promotional seminar with other high-school representa-
tives from the Spokane area. After working and discussing many ideas it was
decided to use a Lifesaver theme.

Plans began to take effect one week before the scheduled blood drive. A
representative from the Inland Northwest Blood Center came to explain the
process and the long-term effects of giving blood. Also, the Improv team dem-
onstrated the process of giving blood in a humorous drama. After joint worship
students and faculty were able to sign up to give blood. People who signed up
wrote their names on paper lifesavers that were displayed in the ad building;
they also received a package of lifesavers as a thank you for participating.

That first blood drive was held on December 7. The number of people
who were able to give blood almost reached the desired goal of 60 (180 lives
saved) which made it very successful and gave the coordinators high hopes
for blood drives in the future.,
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Classroom

ambush
by Justin Seibly

The first real snow of the season fell,
and quickly a snowball was thrown . . . not
outside, but inside the classroom. This
wasn’t an organized strike against innocent
victims; instead it happened quickly and (al-
most) spontaneously.

It was early morning on January 5
when we all shuffled into our first class of
the day. We were all sitting there--peace-
fully, quietly--as we waited for our teacher
to gather her thoughts. We had no idea
that a harsh, cold weapon had been brought
among us. This threat was not concealed in
a backpack or hidden in a pocket. It lay
calmly in a pant leg, a handful of snow acci-
dentally collected on the journey from the
dorm.

The innocent person who had
‘brought the snow looked down at his pant
leg, and at that moment began a struggle
between good and evil. He could have
brushed it off and had another normal day,
or he could take advantage of this once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity and seek revenge on
a former roommate! He slowly snaked his
hand down to his side and started collect-
ing the snow off his pants.

After he collected every last bit of
snow and crunched it into a hard sphere of
icy pain, he brought his hand back up to his
lap and waited for the opportune moment
when his ex-roommate would turn around.
He whispered the roommate’s name and at
that exact moment the teacher started writ-
ing on the board--the perfect opportunity!
The snowball launched into the air and
crushed into the hapless roommate’s chest.
Snow flew in all directions; there was a mas-
sive amount of collateral damage; but his
target was down and that was all that mat-
tered.

How do we stop these crimes from
happening? How can we protect innocent
students from assault by snow? We can’t.
Snow always finds its way into our homes,
dorms, and schools. Our only comfort is
that good will prevail over the dark tempta-
tion of the white snow, and that evil, like the
snow, will eventually disappear.
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There actually was a lot of snow on campus at the beginning of January




